




Bay Area Clean Water Agencies (BACWA) is a joint public powers authority 
whose members include public utilities that collect and treat municipal 
wastewater from the nine Bay Area counties that surround the San Francisco 
Bay. BACWA is dedicated to working with our member agencies, the state 
and federal governments, and non-governmental organizations to deliver the 
best information about the water quality of the San Francisco Bay. 

The Bay Area Pollution Prevention Group (BAPPG) is a committee of BACWA 
that develops Bay-wide pollution prevention programs. To this end, BAPPG has 
initiated a public education and information program directed to the public 
on how to prevent pollution through individual housekeeping practices. 

		
Steps to Prevent Water Pollution

Step 1 – 	 Use Best Management Practices (BMPs) for amalgam and silver 	 	
		  waste.

Step 2 – 	 Install and maintain an approved amalgam separator.

Step 3 – 	 Train staff and maintain training records. Keep records for 5 years 		
		  or as required by your local sewer agency.

Step 4 – 	 Your local sewer agency may request a periodic appointment to 		
		  review and inventory use of BMPs, waste disposal logs, amalgam 		
		  separator maintenance, and training records.
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Water agency: staple business 
card or apply sticker with 

contact info here 

For more information, and links to other references, see www.baywise.org
and click on “Dental Office Resources.”

Are these practices mandatory? Because of 
mercury pollution issues in the San Francisco 
Bay, all Bay Area agencies encourage, at a 
minimum, amalgam Best Management Prac-
tices (BMPs) and installation of amalgam sep-
arators. Many agencies are moving toward 
mandatory use of amalgam BMPs and instal-
lation of amalgam separators. To find out if this 
is the case in your area, contact your sewer 
agency. For a list of agencies, their service 
areas, and contacts, see our website: www.
baywise.org 

How do we dispose of our collected amalgam 
and x-ray fixer waste? Have a licensed recy-
cling contractor, mail-in service, or hazardous 
waste hauler remove your amalgam waste.

How do I find a waste hauler? The American 
Dental Association maintains a list of amalgam 
waste haulers. To find a link to this information, 
see www.baywise.org

What are the approved amalgam separators? 
See our website for a list of approved separa-
tors: www.baywise.org

Can we use a Household Hazardous Waste 
facility for disposal of waste amalgam and x-
ray fixer? As a very small quantity generator 
(VSQG) of hazardous waste, this may be an 
option for you. The disadvantages of this al-
ternative are that you are personally respon-
sible for transporting the waste and there are 
limited appointments available that typically 
must be scheduled in advance.

Frequently Asked Questions




